Pimpri Chinchwad Lungs Billboard

6th Jan - 4th Feb 2023
Summary Report

The Lungs Billboard was inaugurated on the 6th January 2023, at 11 am at Pimpri Chowk,
outside the Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar Udyan. The board was unveiled by Municipal
Commissioner Shekhar Singh, in the presence of Environment Officer Sanjay Kulkarni,
Pulmonologist Dr Deepali Gaikwad, Parisar Team and other officials of PCMC.
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The Commissioner said that the Billboard was like a thermometer during sickness. It is only
when we visually identify the issue, that we can then think of a way for air pollution
mitigation. He said that the Pimpri-Chinchwad region is counted as one of the polluted areas
in India, and that the Billboard was being installed so that the city administration as well as
the citizens could take cognisance, and take steps to reduce pollution. He urged citizens to
visit the Billboard and understand the various aspects of air pollution.

Environment Officer Sanjay Kulkarni said that there were currently four monitors set up by
[ITM (Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology) in the PCMC region. He said that the
Environment department was working towards mitigation.



Dr Deepali Gaikwad, HOD - Respiratory Diseases, Yashwantrao Chavan Memorial Hospital
explained the severe impacts of air pollution on health. She said that while no one is spared
of the ill-effects, it is the elderly and young children who are most affected by pollution.
Pregnant women as well as foetuses are also vulnerable if exposed to pollution. She also
said that PM2.5 (microns), which is Particulate Matter measured in microns, is so small that
it can go through the lungs and enter the bloodstream. Once it enters the bloodstream, it can
affect several organs like the liver, kidneys, heart, etc. Diabetes, heart failure, depression,
neurological diseases can also be caused by air pollution along with asthma, chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease, and other respiratory diseases.
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Artists from the Nilu Phule Kala Academy performed a folk song (bharud)on air pollution
during the inauguration.



Informative standees were placed next to the billboard
which mentioned why everyone should be concerned
about air pollution, the kinds of pollutants, their sources,
g how pollution is measured, and how it can be reduced.
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Visits to the billboard

Employees from STP plants in Pimpri Chinchwad visited the board and engaged in a
discussion on causes of air pollution in the city. There was much interest in the role of
mobility in causing air pollution and the efficacy of its electrification as a solution to it.



A group of hawkers and vendors from Kashtakari Panchayat, with their Secretary Kashinath
Nakhate visited the billboard and participated in a small activity to understand the sources of
pollution, health effects and solutions. There was discussion on the impact of air pollution on
hawkers and vendors who spend a major part of their day outdoors, increasing their
exposure to pollution.

Cleaning staff from the Sanitation Department of PCMC visited the billboard and participated
in an activity to understand more about air pollution. Women reported that they experienced
irritation of eyes, nose and throat due to their job of sweeping, even after they wore scarves
covering their face. They were surprised to know that air pollution affects almost all organs of
their body. In the course of the activity they understood more about how public transport
helps reduce air pollution.
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SWaCH staff visited the board when the colour of the board had started showing significant
colour change. They were shocked when they were shown the pictures of the first day of the
inauguration, when the lungs were white.

Citizen activist Prashant Raol from the
Green Army Pimpri Chinchwad visited the
board and spoke about his efforts to reduce
air pollution through various citizen-led
initiatives.




Transition of lungs from white to dark grey
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http://epaper.lokmat.com/articlepage.php?articleid=LOK_HPCA_20230107_6_3
https://pclive7.com/?p=50232
https://mpcnews.in/cities-first-lung-billboard-place-in-pimpri-pcmc-initiative-pcmc-commissioner-shekhar-singh-inagurated-324579/
http://epaper.lokmat.com/articlepage.php?articleid=LOK_HPCA_20230129_5_4
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Lungs billboard installed installed at Pimpri chowk turns black

Pollution finds space in these lungs too

2023-02-09

G s IEHEAR (-4)

R wadi et « ary vuom vAw fidrss; s g - A1 saa ARl e
i el ary g o g

i ST U S B4 gweerd
i o

W ih e &
Tm W St T e s
b & %

g

o criréer i -
¥, getn e tw i T (o e o

HIaETeT: HHY Hlddgell

Going ahead

The experience of installing the billboard was important for understanding a little better its
governance ecosystem, civil society presence and activity and the state of citizen
engagement. As is the case in most cities, there is very little awareness about air pollution
and its impacts on health among citizens. On the governance side, while the air action plan
exists, it is not based on air quality data and has more emphasis on firefighting the issue
through solutions like fountains and air purifiers than tackling the actual sources of pollution.
Civil society presence and activity is close to none when it comes to air quality, river
improvement is one issue where civil society is more invested. This means that more work is
needed to improve awareness through constant engagement via different media and
develop understanding of the issue. Identifying doable, practical action items for mitigation
are also key.


http://epunyanagari.com/articlepage.php?articleid=PNAGARI_PIS_20230206_01_8
https://www.mypunepulse.com/pimpri-news-lung-billboard-installed-at-pimpri-chowk-turns-black/
https://punemirror.com/pune/others/pollution-finds-space-in-these-lungs-too/cid1675901432.htm
http://epaper.lokmat.com/articlepage.php?articleid=LOK_HPCA_20230129_5_4
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